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Dauphin Public Library lost a special advocate in 2021.Dauphin Public Library lost a special advocate in 2021.    

Mayor Allen Dowhan spent many years leading Parkland Regional Library. Mayor Allen Dowhan spent many years leading Parkland Regional Library.   

He is greatly missed by everyone who had the opportunity to work with him. He is greatly missed by everyone who had the opportunity to work with him.   

His kind way and sense of humor were always welcomed.His kind way and sense of humor were always welcomed.  



LIBRARY REPORT

DPL Annual Report

We saw two renovation projects completed in 2021. Our building benefited
from major upgrades to the south and east sides through the replacement of
windows. This was made possible through a provincial Building Sustainable
Communities grant, municipal funding and community investments. We
replaced the front vestibule on the east side of the building.  These
renovations have increased the energy efficiency of the library which will
ensure a sustainable, warm community space for future generations. They
also provided the opportunity to enhance exterior lighting at our entrance. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Dauphin and District Community Foundation,
the children’s area got a complete transformation. The Enchanted Reading
Room is a magical space where a love reading is fostered.  We love seeing
the eyes of our littlest patrons light up when they walk in the space. The
room boasts bright green carpet and sunny yellow walls. Northern Edge Log
Works created a log cabin reading nook that is the highlight of the room. 

Libraries play an essential role in our communities; they are spaces that
foster early literacy and fuel curiosity. They are communication centres.
Access to WiFi and public computers is vital. Some of the most challenging
weeks over the past two years have been when public access to libraries
was restricted. I believe that in 2021, we found a balance that utilizes the
space in a way that visitors and staff can remain safe and access library
resources. We know it’s not perfect and not the “normal” that we wish for,
but it is much better than it was during the darkest periods of the pandemic.
We have learned how to cope with the current reality.   

We launched a Parkland Regional Library strategic planning process. We
are pleased with the community response and are looking forward to
sharing themes and ideas with our communities in 2022. This has been a
chance to hear from patrons, librarians, trustees, and partners about what is
working well, what could be improved and how we want to shape our
collective future.  

Alison Moss, Director
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This past year saw the continuation of library service disruptions owed to the ongoing
pandemic, but we also observed circulation patterns continuously improve. While we have
not returned to pre-pandemic levels of regular circulation, we are optimistic for the future.
Additionally, our electronic services remain very popular, the addition of magazines to
Libby has helped spark a late round of growth that we expect to continue to show results
into 2022.  We remain very optimistic about continued recovery and the return to pre-
pandemic levels of circulation and programming.  



Financial Literacy - Fraud Prevention
Infant Rhyme Time
Art Displays
Book Sale
Virtual Magic Show
Lego Bingo
Book Bingo
Virtual Storytime
Creativebug Take and & Makes
National Film Board - Virtual offerings for children & adults
Virtual Author Readings
Water Bottle Distribution Program
Culture Days Partnership
Food Security Partnership with Under One Roof (Take & Make, Library Garden Beds)
Summer Programming (Lego Challenges, Kids Cooking Classes, Science Videos, Art
Classes, etc.)
YouTube Channel Content Creation

The team at Dauphin Public Library continued to be creative and offer programming to
children and adults.  Some of the fun we had included:

PROGRAMMING


